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mouth of the Rangoon River, and after a small detachment sent
eastwards to Martaban and Moulmein had effected the capture
of both these places with practically no opposition, the attack
on Rangoon was proceeded with. The Burmese, numbering
some 20,000, were well prepared to resist the landing, and had
fortified all the ground as far as the Shwe Dagon pagoda, which
formed their headquarters and citadel; but the British troops
quickly swept them from all their positions. A few days later
a brilliant little enterprise, in which a force of barely 1060 men
were transported 60 miles up river and defeated and drove
back an enemy seven times their own strength, all in one day,
placed tis in possession of Bassein, and with the solid establish-
ment of the force on the sea coast of Lower Burma the advance
for the present came to a stand.
For the moment, in fact, Godwin was content with what he
had achieved. The repulse of a hostile effort to recapture
Martaban seemed to show that our gains could easily be held ;
the unresisted occupation of Pegu and Prome by small detach-
ments sent forward to reconnoitre these places, that there
would be little difficulty in extending them if desired. It was
not, however, until the arrival of Dalhousie at Rangoon in July
that the definite decision to push the advance farther was
arrived at. Godwin, one of whose motives for inaction had
been anxiety as to the possibility of maintaining a lengthy line
of communications up the Irrawaddy, devoted two months to
the accumulation of supplies, and then once more took possession
of Prome early in October with ridiculous ease. The detach-
ment sent to occupy Pegu, however, had a stiff little fight
before it could penetrate into the place, and then, the bulk of it
having been unwisely withdrawn, the small garrison left behind
was closely invested by the enemy. For over three weeks
500 British troops held out undismayed against some 11,000
Burmese until they were opportunely relieved by a force sent
from Rangoon, which defeated and drove off the besiegers.
Apart from some minor operations partaking rather of the
nature of guerilla warfare, in the Donabyu area, to the east of
Bassein, and around Beeling, east of Pegu, which revolted and
was brilliantly recaptured in April 1853, the campaign was now
at an end. The Court of Ava, though it could not be induced
definitely to agree to the cession of the Pegu province, cove-
nanted not to molest us in our occupation of it-; accordingly in
December 1852 it was annexed to British India, and the whole
of the Burmese coast-line passed into British possession. The
restoration of order and peace, however, was to prove a lengthy
and tedious process, fully-occupying all the energies of the able
administrators entrusted with it. The final settlement with